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CLUB MEETING DEMO 

Turning Good into Great – Woodturning 

Embellishments 
By Cory White 

 East Texas Woodturners 

July 8, 2023 

 

Most of the time, when we have finished a piece, it is pretty good.  However, when we want that creation to be 

more than ordinary, better than just good enough, when we want it to be great, we can get it there by adding 

embellishments.  The purpose of this presentation is to demonstrate just a few of the ways one can embellish a 

woodturning piece.  

EXAMPLES:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATERIALS AND TOOLS: Four to five wide-rimmed pre-turned bowls or platters for embellishing, rotary 

power carvers, power carving burs, deburring wheels, wood burner, wood 

burning nibs, soft bristle brass brush, black ink, acrylic paints, paint brushes. 

 

GENERAL PROFILE OF PIECES I WILL BE EMBELLISHING WILL BE SIMILAR TO THESE: 
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PROCESS FOR THIS DEMO: With each bowl, I will 

1. Use a rotary power carver or wood burner to create embellishment patterns or textures, 

2. Deburr carved pattern or texture using a brass brush and/or using a rotary tool and deburring wheel 

3. Apply black ink to texture 

4. Dry brush embellishment area using acrylic paints.  

RESOURCES AND LINKS: 

• Club Resources: 

o Library publications available on embellishing 

o Mentoring from club members 

• Online Resources and Links: 

o Andrew Daniel From a Seed, Instructional Videos, A Purchasing Guide for Power Carving and 

Texturing  

o Tim Vande Sluis on Basic Stippling  

o Rob Brown on 12 Ways to Add Texture with Tools You Already Have 

o Wood Turning Artists Gallery: Jacques Vesery, Richard Raffin, John Jordan, Benoit Averly, and 

many others 

o Robert Ferrer, Artist -Sculptor: GALLERY 

o Sammy Long portfolio 

o Rick Cannon carving and dry brushing 

o Carvers: Master Carver Micro-Pro, Ram BP50 

o Wood Burner: Burnmaster Hawk 

o Wood World website 

o MDI Woodcarvers Supply website 

o Blick Matte Acrylic Paints and Sets website 

o Blick Princeton Select Series 3750 Deer Foot Brushes website 

o Soft Brass Bristle Brushes Amazon website 

o Double Cut Carbide Rotary Burr Set - 10 Pcs 1/8" Shank, 1/4" Head Amazon website 

o Rocaris 40 Pack 1 inch Abrasive Wheel Buffing Polishing Wheel Set For Rotary Tool Amazon 

website 

 

https://www.fromaseed.net/gallery-art-sculpture
https://www.fromaseed.net/videos
https://www.fromaseed.net/blog-andrew-daniels-woodworker-articles/a-guide-on-different-texturing-tools-for-woodworking
https://www.fromaseed.net/blog-andrew-daniels-woodworker-articles/a-guide-on-different-texturing-tools-for-woodworking
https://youtu.be/MNR4FJWlaoA
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a7c440239de165c4JmltdHM9MTY3MzU2ODAwMCZpZ3VpZD0wYzg4NmMwZi03MWIzLTY5YTAtMzA5Mi03ZDgzNzBlNDY4MjgmaW5zaWQ9NTE2NQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=0c886c0f-71b3-69a0-3092-7d8370e46828&psq=12+Ways+to+Add+Texture+with+Tools+You+Already+Have+12+Ways+To+Add+Texture+With+Tools+You+Already+Have&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9jYW5hZGlhbndvb2R3b3JraW5nLmNvbS90ZWNobmlxdWVzX2FuZF90aXBzLzEyLXdheXMtdG8tYWRkLXRleHR1cmUtd2l0aC10b29scy15b3UtYWxyZWFkeS1oYXZlLw&ntb=1
https://www.turninggallery.org/jacques-vesery.html
https://www.ferrerstudioart.com/gallery
http://www.sammylong.com/portfolio
https://www.instagram.com/rixwoodwurx/
https://woodworldtx.com/
https://mdiwoodcarvers.com/t/bits-burs-rotary-sanders
https://www.dickblick.com/products/blick-matte-acrylics/?fromSearch=%2Fsearch%2F%3Fsearchword%3Dmatte%20acrylic%20paints
https://www.dickblick.com/products/princeton-select-series-3750-natural-hair-brushes/
https://www.amazon.com/Brass-Bristle-Scratch-Beechwood-Handle/dp/B0919D1QQZ/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=2VRUK2XVGXTLV&keywords=soft+brass+bristle+brush&qid=1677770960&sprefix=soft+brass+bristle+brush%2Caps%2C134&sr=8-2-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExWTA5UVJNT1AyVE1RJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMzYyNjc3UDFEV0gyVTBPS1BWJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTAyNDcyOTJXNDIzN1NOSjJFVkMmd2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGYmYWN0aW9uPWNsaWNrUmVkaXJlY3QmZG9Ob3RMb2dDbGljaz10cnVl
https://www.amazon.com/Double-Cut-Carbide-Rotary-Burr/dp/B07S8WRYH4/ref=sr_1_3?crid=32ALSTGXXOMA&keywords=1%2F8%22+carbide+wood+carving+burs&qid=1677771099&sprefix=1%2F8+carbide+wood+carving+burs%2Caps%2C128&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B075C72PGK/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B075C72PGK&pd_rd_w=HcDDm&content-id=amzn1.sym.dd2c6db7-6626-466d-bf04-9570e69a7df0&pf_rd_p=dd2c6db7-6626-466d-bf04-9570e69a7df0&pf_rd_r=SYW2H2PGFBMCR6Q8W7RQ&pd_rd_wg=MHEKw&pd_rd_r=6dbc078d-9efd-4f19-a60e-70f0e47d7586&s=industrial&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEzMDFMUFNaTEE0UDlNJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMDY3OTU3MVFGNk1IUUZNQ0swNSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMDI1ODUzMjRDS1dQOVVWNFRYMiZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2RldGFpbF90aGVtYXRpYyZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B075C72PGK/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B075C72PGK&pd_rd_w=HcDDm&content-id=amzn1.sym.dd2c6db7-6626-466d-bf04-9570e69a7df0&pf_rd_p=dd2c6db7-6626-466d-bf04-9570e69a7df0&pf_rd_r=SYW2H2PGFBMCR6Q8W7RQ&pd_rd_wg=MHEKw&pd_rd_r=6dbc078d-9efd-4f19-a60e-70f0e47d7586&s=industrial&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEzMDFMUFNaTEE0UDlNJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMDY3OTU3MVFGNk1IUUZNQ0swNSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMDI1ODUzMjRDS1dQOVVWNFRYMiZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2RldGFpbF90aGVtYXRpYyZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=

