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THE TURNING TIMES

The Turning Times is published monthly as an information source for members of the East Texas Woodturners (ETW). ETW is a chapter of The
American Association of Woodturners (AAW) and is committed to serving woodturners in the East Texas area surrounding Tyler, Texas. The ETW Chapter
joins with the AAW in its dedication to providing education, information and organization to those interested in woodturning.

Visit us at www.easttexaswoodturners.org
Meeting at Tyler Junior College Not this month

President Mike Connolly mjconly@hotmail.com 903-520-2392
Vice President David Chrisp
Treasurer Walter Tate waltertate1@suddenlink.net 903-839-6505
Secretary Ken Wurtzel kenwmo@gmail.com 903-978-2121
Librarian John Dove
Program Coordinator Dennis Lorenz dlorenz67@gmail.com 903-865-6745
Program Coordinator Bill Preston
IT Chairman Kelvin Burton kelvin.burton@burtonclan.us
Newsletter Editor Dennis Ford dennis@denniswoodart.com 936-676-9652

Welcome to July Woodturners! (also known as “Hell’s Wai�ng Room”)I hope you enjoyed the
Fourth of July Holiday weekend. It was certainly ho�er than a firecracker, and the a/c in my
shop just couldn’t keep up. 100 degree+ temperatures on a metal clad building makes it feel
like an easy-bake oven. The good news is it makes finishes dry faster. (every cloud…)

Not having a mee�ng this month just feels weird. It makes me feel like I’m forge�ng to do
something really important and I just can’t figure out what it is. It’s almost like I’m having ETW
withdrawal symptoms. I’m sure it will pass as soon as next month comes around. That’s the
bad news.

The good news is that M.O.S.T is back! Mineola Open Shop Time, Paul Coppinger’s shop in
Mineola, has returned on the third Saturday of the month. Hosted by Paul, and Mike DeLong, it
is an opportunity to meet with other woodturners and ask ques�ons, ask for help, ask for
opinions (you’re going to get them anyway, you might as well ask for them) turn on one of the
club’s lathes held in trust by Paul. It runs from 9 am to 12 noon, (at which point Paul turns out
the lights and quietly indicates it is �me for you to leave). Paul told me that in June he had 17
people show up and there was no lack of space or a�en�on. For me, I have never failed to
learn something when I go to M.O.S.T, or have a good �me. M.O.S.T. meets this month on the
16th so, bring your wood, bring your tools, turn something (or just start to turn something)
clean up whatever mess you make, and have fun. That truly is what our cra� is all about.

Don’t forget that we do have a mee�ng on August 6 at TJC, and that SWAT is happening August
26, 27, 28.

SWAT is a great learning experience for new turners and an opportunity for all turners to
reconnect with friends from other clubs, make new friends in other clubs and vendors, and to
see the newest “best thing since a pocket on a shirt” in tools, techniques and technology in
woodturning. Demonstra�ons of just about any facet of woodturning can be found there,
along with professional turners that are happy to answer your ques�ons and offer advice you
can trust on problems you may have (in woodturning) (Personally, I’m not asking Stuart Ba�y
about my stock por�olio)

Also at SWAT there is the Instant Gallery that displays some of the best woodturnings in the
country, along with a huge display of Beads of Courage boxes being done by members from
every club. You can add yours to the display.

Con�nued on page 6

https://kelvin.burton@burtonclan.us
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LESSONS: Woodturning classes my shop.
Please call afternoons for more info 903-216-
5564. cbrooks@suddenlink.net
Charles Brooks (Whitehouse, Texas)

Personalized Turning Classes
Paul Coppinger - Mineola - 903-638-6008
paulcop68@thecoppingers.net

The Club has Anchor Seal end grain sealer for sale at
most Club meetings. It is available at $15.00 per gallon.
To obtain it, pay our treasurer, Walter Tate, and then
see Dennis Lorenz. If you need some between
meetings, contact Dennis at 903-565-0651
or dlorenz67@gmail.com

ANCHOR SEAL FOR SALE

For Sale: 6 foot long x 1-1/2” square boring bar with
free standing trap (same setup that Frank Sudoll use
for deep vessels) $100

Bradford Pear blank. Perfect for large basket weave.
9” thick, 13 - 14” diameter $35

Mesquite log piece 9” width 14” tall $35

Mesquite block well cured 12” x 12” x 11-1/2” $50

Porter-Cable plate joiner $50

Black and Decker variable speed finishing sander
$40

Charles Brooks 903-216-5564

Custom tooling available Face-plates,
swan neck hollowing tools, adapters etc.
Dennis Ford 936-676-9652
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June Show & Tell

Marvin Melton’s pieces inspired by Ron Howe’s recent demo

John Wood: Pear, natural
edge, turquiose inlay



July Meeting Pictures (Continued)

Charles Brooks 903-216-5564 Whitehouse cbrooks@suddenlink.net

Paul Coppinger 903-638-6008 Mineola paulcop68@thecoppingers.net

Tom Crosby 903-567-4701 Canton ctomsturnings@aol.com

Ed Heuslein 903-834-3838 Kilgore/Overton heuslein@gmail.com

Ken Wurtzel 267-884-9326 Bullard kenwmo@gmail.com

John Wood 936-875-6100 Lufkin twowood6@yahoo.com

Mentor List
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East Texas Woodturners Fact-Sheet

We meet once a month (usually on the second Saturday) at 9:00 AM at Tyler Junior College West, room 104.
At our monthly meetings, there is a show and tell table, an open library (hundreds of DVDs and books), a
raffle for tools and/or gift certificates, and a demonstration. Oh, yeah – there is always lots of discussion and
opinions – don’t be afraid to ask!

Please visit our web page at http://www.easttexaswoodturners.org/ - also, find us on Facebook – look for
East Texas Woodturners. Take a look at the “Mentor Program” on our web page to see contact information
on mentors that will help you with turning situations. There is also information on ETW’s vast library
resources (see “Library”). And for dues iformation, click on “Membership Form”.

Also once a month (usually one week after our normal meeting), a lot of us gather at Paul Coppinger’s shop
in Mineola for MOST (Mineola Open Shop Turning). This is a come-and-go “hands-on” event, where you can
turn on one of seven mini lathes, ask questions, or just watch. See “MOST Day” on the web page.

ETW participates in the “Beads of Courage” program – this is a national program where kids undergoing
various medical procedures (usually cancer) are awarded beads for these procedures and need a container
for their beads. See http://www.beadsofcourage.org/ for additional information.

SWAT (Southwest Association of Turners) has an annual symposium in August – it is a 2-1/2 day event
usually held in Waco at the convention center. The 2019 meeting had about 1000 attendees, 50 vendors, a
variety of demonstrations, and a gallery of beautiful turnings. See http://www.swaturners.org/ for more
details and cost information.

Member discounts are available from several vendors – please ask the vendor if a discount is available.
Please remember that most discount lists are usually updated only once a year, after the dues are collected
in the Spring.

Have questions? See the Newsletter for club officer contact information.

https://kenwmo@gmail.com


5

East Texas Woodturner’s Supporters
The following businesses have graciously provided support for the activities of the East Texas Woodturner’s club.
Please show your gratitude by giving them your business when possible.

Rockler
584 W Interstate 30
Garland, TX 75043
(469) 329-0971

http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/tx/garland-store

Craft Supplies USA
1287 E. 1120 S., Provo, UT 84606

1-800-551-8876
FAX: 801-377-7742

http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/

Packard Woodworks
P.O. Box 718, Tryon, NC 28782

1-800-683-8876
FAX: 828-859-5551

http://www.packardwoodworks.com/index.html

Johnson Wood Products
34897 Crystal Rd., Strawberry Point, IA 52076

563-933-6504 CST
http://www.johnsonwoodproducts.com/

Woodcraft
Suite 145 601 W. Plano Parkway Plano, TX 75075

(972) 422-2732
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=317

Thompson Lathe Tools
5479 Columbia Road North Olmsted, OH 44070

440-241-6360 CST
http://www.thompsonlathetools.com/

Wood World
13650 TI Blvd. #101, Dallas, TX 75243

972-669-9130 CST
http://woodworldtx.com/

Hartville Tool
13163 Market Ave N Hartville, OH 44632

800-345-2396
http://www.hartvilletool.com/

Woodline.com
111 Wheeler St., LaVergne, TN 37086

615-793-0474 CST
http://www.woodline.com/

Klingspor's Woodworking
Shop

3 Locations in North Carolina
1-800-228-0000 EST

http://www.woodworkingshop.com/

East Texas Hardwoods
Pittsburg Texas

Joe Hallonquist
Cell- 936-577-4306

Carter & Son Toolworks
Woodturning Tools 206-878-7672

http://www.carterandsontoolworks.com/

(see Dennis Lorenz or Paul Coppinger for discount code)

http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/tx/garland-store


Prez says continued from page 1

You can show pieces that you have done in the Instant Gallery and even sell them if you like, PLUS there are world renown
demonstrators (Lead Demonstrators) whose profiles you can read on the SWAT website, along with regional demonstrators from the
clubs that are members of SWAT. This year two of the Regional Demonstrators are our own Dennis Ford and Kelvin Burton.

The ETW is responsible for the Instant Gallery at SWAT and Dennis Ford needs help in order to set up the space. If you can help then
please be at the Waco Conven�on Center at noon on Thursday August 25th. If you can’t make that, then consider volunteering to
help “man the space” during the symposium. We always have enough people that you won’t miss any of the demo’s you want to
see, or hinder the money you want to spend with the vendors. (my wife always cringes when my truck pulls into the driveway. I
haven’t figured out yet if it’s an�cipa�on of how much money I spent, or that I found my way home again) There is something for
everyone at SWAT. I urge you to a�end if you can.

Well, the shop broom is feeling lonely and in need of some a�en�on so I’m headed out there to spend some �me with it and collect
some of my sha�ered hopes from the floor and deposit them in my bucket of tears.

Un�l we meet again, Keep Turning, Keep Learning, and Godspeed.

Do Chara, Mike Connolly

SWAT On-Line Registration
Tom Beatty (SWAT president)

Just a friendly reminder that SWAT online registration is currently ongoing and that it stops on August 1, at10pm.
The registration rates for online Attendee; $175, Spouse/Partner, $100, One Day, $100, and Student $50. The
rates at the door are significantly higher; Attendee $275, Spouse/Partner, $150, One Day $150 and Student
remains at $50.

Please let your club members know that online registration will end on August 1 at 10pm and if they want to
register after that, it will have to be at the door and the increased rates.

SWAT Beads of Courage
Mike Smith

SWAT 2022 is just around the corner. Hope you plan to attend. It will be great!

Each year since 2010, SWAT members have supported Beads of Courage. In 2021, we had our best year with 425
Boxes contributed. Let’s make 2022 another great year.

We hope each club will promote this excellent program to support children who have life threatening illnesses. If
each of our members would make a couple of boxes, we would have an abundance of contributions to support
participating hospitals. Be assured that each Club may designate the hospital where you want your boxes to go.

The following link is an excellent video prepared by CBS News describing the Beads of Courage Program with
testimonies from both kids and parents. It is heartwarming – hope you will enjoy:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nqfboMNNMWQ

Please click on these links for more information: About Beads of Courage - How It All Began – Beads of Courage

Bowl/Box Guidelines - 2020-AAW-handout-guidelines.pdf (beadsofcourage.org)

We are thanking you in advance for your support of Beads of Courage, the children with serious illness, their
parents, and the health care providers who care for them. Please encourage all club members to make at least
one, or many, boxes in support of this worthy cause for our children & the hospitals we serve.

Mike Smith

Beads of Courage SWAT Committee 6

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nqfboMNNMWQ
https://beadsofcourage.org


SWAT Art Gallery
Dennis Ford

This year we are doing something new, separate tables for “new turners”. The intent is to encourage new
turners to bring some items to the Art Gallery. SWAT’s Art Gallery always has some exceptional pieces on
display and some people may be intimidated or think their work is not good enough to show. I sort of
understand this thinking but don’t agree with it.

At any rate, we will have separate tables for “new turners”. There are no rules about what “new turner”
means, if you want your items to be on the “new turners” table, we will put it there. Please pre-register your
gallery items here. That will make the check-in process faster and easier in addition to allowing us to print a
label instead of a hand written label. Please pre-register your Beads of Courage items here for the same
reasons.

Turning speed??
Dennis Ford

A common question from new turners is “How fast should the lathe be going?”. For turners with some experience, it
becomes “How fast can I spin this?”

Most new turners tend to err on the cautious side and run the lathe more slowly than ideal. If something goes really
wrong, slower speed reduces the velocity of pieces that hurt you. The flip side of that is slower speed often makes it
more likely that something will go wrong.

There are two limiting factors at work here. The simple one is an “ideal” cutting speed which is determined by the
diameter of the piece. The more critical one is the possibility that centrifugal force will tear apart the wood if it spins too
fast (this usually becomes an issue when the wood is defective example: cracked, rotten or large voids).

For sound wood that is securely mounted, this link from Daniel Bauer will help you choose a speed. If you have
concerns that a particular piece should not turn that fast, listen to the little voice telling you to be safe.

https://www.swaturners.org/instant-gallery-information.html
https://www.swaturners.org/Art_Gallery_Beads_of_Courage.html
https://modernwoodturning.com/beginners-wood-lathe-speed-guide-chart-calculator/

