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THE TURNING TIMES

The Turning Times is published monthly as an information source for members of the East Texas Woodturners (ETW). ETW is a chapter of The
American Association of Woodturners (AAW) and is committed to serving woodturners in the East Texas area surrounding Tyler, Texas. The ETW Chapter
joins with the AAW in its dedication to providing education, information and organization to those interested in woodturning.

Visit us at www.easttexaswoodturners.org
Meeting at First Christian Church October 11, 2025

President Dan Fliegel dwfliegel@gmail.com 951-623-9591
Vice President Keith Gilbert texanvkg@aol.com
Treasurer Dennis Lorenz dlorenz67@gmail.com 903-565-0651
Secretary Bill Preston
Program Coordinator David Chrisp critters537@att.net 903-918-6062
IT Chairman Nick Helge nicholashelge@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor Dennis Ford dennis@denniswoodart.com 936-676-9652

Woodturners,
Enjoy the cooler weather as you’re debate on what you should be for Halloween. For
me it’s still a tossup between a homeless guy or a yeti, or maybe still a Homeless Yeti!
Either way I’ve been growing the hair for it all year. According to Google the origins of
trick-or-treating date back to the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, which involved
appeasing spirits with offerings of food. Later, during the medieval period, people go
“souling” or “guising” – dress in costume and sometimes beg for food in exchange for
prayers or entertainment. The specific phrase “trick-or-treat” first appeared in
newspapers in the 1920s. The practice gained significant popularity in North America
during the post war boom of World War 2. The acceptance of trick-or-treating has
turned Halloween into a major commercial holiday with significant spending on
costumes. And also accounts for more than one third of the countries yearly candy
sales. In my house, because of my sweet tooth none of the M&M’s, Snickers, or
Reese’s will ever make it into any of the trick-or- treater’s bags. I bet most of you use a
bowl that you turned as a candy dish.

Tyler parks and recreation approved ETW’s application to participate in this year’s Rose
City Craft fair. The event will be taking place at Bergfeld Park on Saturday October 18th

from 9am to 5pm and Sunday October 19th from 11am to 5pm. Set up will take place at
1pm on Friday the 17th our booth consist of 3 pop-ups, generator, lathes and 6 tables.
We will be turning tops for kids at this event with the primary intent of recruiting some
new members. This is a Crafts Fair so we need to have some items up for sale,
please use this event to sell some of your turnings. I’ll have a sign-up sheet at the
meeting and will be asking for your help in manning our booth, selling items, and
turning tops; please look at your calendar and help out wherever you can. Because of
the craft fair, Paul has agreed to move MOST back one week; new date for MOST this
month is Saturday the 25th from 9am until noon. While you’re making change in your
calendar the November ETW club meeting will be on the 3rd Saturday (15 - November)
because of an event happening at the church on our normal date.

David Crisp is this month’s demonstrator. He will be showing us how to make inside out
turnings. If this something new to you, I encourage you to do some research online
about the subject to create a basic understanding before seeing it live. It took me a
long time to comprehend how the shape and depth of the initial turning directly affects
the negative space that becomes the focal point when the pieces get turned around for
the final tuning. If you’re available, we can always use help setting up and packing
away the room. I look forward to seeing you all Saturday. Our meetings are open to
everyone, family, friends and guest so invite them.

As the Wood Turns Dan

https://dwfliegel@gmail.com
https://texanvkg@aol.com
https://dlorenz67@gmail.com
https://kenwmo@gmail.com
https://critters537@att.net
https://nicholashelge@gmail.com
https://dennis@denniswoodart.com
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Personalized Turning Classes
Paul Coppinger - Mineola - 903-312-3052
paulcop68@thecoppingers.net

For sale:
Porter Cable Variable Speed, 2hp Plunge
Router With Vermont American Table and 27
Shaper/Router Bits (most unused).
All in excellent condition $200

FREE—ShopSmith joiner, good condition.
Paul Coppinger 903 312 3052

ANCHOR SEAL FOR SALE

The Club has Anchor Seal end grain sealer for sale at
most Club meetings. The cost is now $20 for members
or $25 for non-members per gallon. Dennis Ford is
the person to get it from, pay our treasurer, Dennis
Lorenz. If you need some between meetings, contact
Dennis Ford at 936-676-9652 or
dennis@denniswoodart.com Note that Dennis Ford
lives in Lufkin not Tyler

ANCHOR SEAL FOR SALE

For Sale: 4” Robust tool rest
with 1” post $35

Mike Connolly 903-520-2392

For Sale: 2 CBN wheels, one 80 grit and one
600 grit. Would like to sell as a set. Asking
$200 for the pair. David Chrisp 903-918-6062
If I don’t answer, please leave a message and I
will get back to you as soon as I can.

FREE (but only to a good home!) - 2 white
stone wheels with a wheel dresser (I got a
pair of CBN wheel replacements and the
stone wheels are obsolete).

Dennis Lorenz

Mineola Open Shop Turning Day
The next MOST day is scheduled for:

October 25 , 2025

Turning, Fun and Fellowship

If we are not having fun, we are not doing it right

For Sale: 5 hp three phase motor that came off a
Powermatic Table Saw. I saw it run when I bought the
saw, replaced it as I don’t have three phase power in my
shop. Give me your best offer, I will either take it, or I
won’t. Mike Connolly 903-520-2392

Editor’s note: This motor mounts via a bolt circle on the
output end “C” face style

https://dennis@denniswoodart.com


September Show & Tell pictures
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July Meeting Pictures (Continued)

Paul Coppinger 903-312-3052 Mineola paulcop68@thecoppingers.net

Ken Wurtzel 267-884-9326 Bullard kenwmo@gmail.com

John Wood 936-875-6100 Lufkin twowood6@yahoo.com

Mentor List
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East Texas Woodturners Fact-Sheet

We meet once a month (usually on the second Saturday) at 9:00 AM at The First Christian Church, Tyler in
the Conference room. At our monthly meetings, there is a show and tell table, a raffle for tools and/or gift
certificates, and a demonstration. Oh, yeah – there is always lots of discussion and opinions – don’t be
afraid to ask!

Please visit our web page at http://www.easttexaswoodturners.org/ - also, find us on Facebook – look for
East Texas Woodturners. Take a look at the “Mentor Program” on our web page to see contact information
on mentors that will help you with turning situations. There is also information on ETW’s vast library
resources (see “Library”). And for dues iformation, click on “Membership Form”.

Also once a month (usually one week after our normal meeting), a lot of us gather at Paul Coppinger’s shop
in Mineola for MOST (Mineola Open Shop Turning). This is a come-and-go “hands-on” event, where you can
turn on one of seven mini lathes, ask questions, or just watch. See “MOST Day” on the web page.

SWAT (Southwest Association of Turners) has an annual symposium in August – it is a 2-1/2 day event
usually held in Waco at the convention center. The 2025 meeting had about 830 attendees, 50 vendors, a
variety of demonstrations, and a gallery of beautiful turnings. ETW is responsible for the Art Gallery See
http://www.swaturners.org/ for more details.

Member discounts are available from several vendors – please ask the vendor if a discount is available.
Please remember that most member/discount lists are usually updated only once a year, after the dues are
collected in the Spring.

Have questions? See the Newsletter for club officer contact information.

Dennis Ford 936-676-9652 Lufkin dennis@denniswoodart.com

https://kenwmo@gmail.com
https://dennis@denniswoodart.com
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East Texas Woodturner’s Supporters
The following businesses have graciously provided support for the activities of the East Texas Woodturner’s club.
Please show your gratitude by giving them your business when possible.

Rockler
584 W Interstate 30
Garland, TX 75043
(469) 329-0971

http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/tx/garland-store

Craft Supplies USA
1287 E. 1120 S., Provo, UT 84606

1-800-551-8876
FAX: 801-377-7742

http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/

Packard Woodworks
P.O. Box 718, Tryon, NC 28782

1-800-683-8876
FAX: 828-859-5551

http://www.packardwoodworks.com/index.html

Johnson Wood Products
34897 Crystal Rd., Strawberry Point, IA 52076

563-933-6504 CST
http://www.johnsonwoodproducts.com/

Woodcraft
Suite 145 601 W. Plano Parkway Plano, TX 75075

(972) 422-2732
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=317

Thompson Lathe Tools
5479 Columbia Road North Olmsted, OH 44070

440-241-6360 CST
http://www.thompsonlathetools.com/

Wood World
13650 TI Blvd. #101, Dallas, TX 75243

972-669-9130 CST
http://woodworldtx.com/

Hartville Tool
13163 Market Ave N Hartville, OH 44632

800-345-2396
http://www.hartvilletool.com/

Woodline.com
111 Wheeler St., LaVergne, TN 37086

615-793-0474 CST
http://www.woodline.com/

Klingspor's Woodworking
Shop

3 Locations in North Carolina
1-800-228-0000 EST

http://www.woodworkingshop.com/

East Texas Hardwoods
Pittsburg Texas

Joe Hallonquist
Cell- 936-577-4306

Carter & Son Toolworks
Woodturning Tools 206-878-7672

http://www.carterandsontoolworks.com/

(see Dennis Lorenz or Paul Coppinger for discount code)

http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/tx/garland-store
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Deft is Dead

For many years, I have used Deft gloss spray lacquer for a top coat finish or a mask when using CA glue to prevent
splotching around the glue. The secret to spraying lacquer is to put many fine, very light coats from 6 – 10” away.
The Deft spray can had a little red adjustment on the nozzle that could be rotated 90 degrees to produce either a
vertical or horizontal fine spray pattern. This pattern allowed me to better control how the lacquer was applied.

But now, spray Deft is Dead.

Deft has been replaced with a product called Proluxe which says on the can “Same DEFT Formula New Name”

But when I looked at the can at my local hardware store, it had a nozzle without the rotating adjustment for a fine
spray pattern – just a huge pattern that sprayed everywhere. Needless to say, I was very disappointed and didn’t
buy any.

But now, I am finding Proluxe cans on the shelf with the adjustable nozzle. You do have to look to find them. So if
you like the vertical or horizontal spray pattern like me, be sure the Proluxe can has the little red adjustment on the
nozzle before buying off the shelf. Unfortunately, Amazon does not specify which nozzle you will get so I will only be
buying from my local hardware store.

Paul Coppinger

Tool Sale

A friend of mine and a local woodturner and woodworker is moving and must liquidate his shop. I am
helping him organize a shop sale on Oct 11 & 12 weekend.

Tod Raines - see separate file sent out via email

Website info

Note that our website now has an updated membership list. Scroll to the bottom of this page for the link
(password required)

https://www.easttexaswoodturners.org/about.html

Here are some of our local wood-turning clubs with links to their web site and mee�ng details.
They are listed in order according to distance from our mee�ng loca�on.

Hunt County Woodturners
www.huntcountywoodturners.org
2nd Thursday of the Month mee�ng starts at 7:00pm
Wesley United Methodist Church
1200 Joe Ramsey Blvd E Greenville, TX 75402 (84 miles)

Dallas Area Woodturners
www.dallaswoodturners.com
3rd Thursday of the Month mee�ng starts at 7:00pm
Wood World, 13650 TI Blvd, Ste 101, Richardson TX 75243
(106 miles)

Woodturners of North Texas
www.wntx.org
Last Thursday of the Month mee�ng starts at 6:30pm
Handley-Meadowbrook Lions Club, 6013 Craig St, Fort Worth
TX 76112 (134 miles)

Golden Triangle Woodturners
www.goldentrianglewoodturners.org
1st Monday of the Month mee�ng starts at 7:00pm
The Center for the Visual Arts, 400 E. Hickory St, Denton TX
76201 (139 miles)

https://www.easttexaswoodturners.org/about.html


SWAT review
The Southwest Associations of Turners Conference was an exciting and noteworthy event, especially for a beginner
like myself! I would like to thank the club for selecting me as this year’s scholarship recipient to attend SWAT. The
experience exceeded my expectations and offered valuable insights. Attendees, presenters, and vendors were
welcoming and demonstrated interest in sustaining the hobby of woodturning. I found attendees approachable and
willing to share their interests, talents, and methods!

The individuals I encountered demonstrated a high level of integrity. On one occasion, I attempted to purchase an item
from a vendor whose pricing system was temporarily inoperative. He allowed me to pay what he estimated to be the
correct amount, and I agreed to this arrangement. Subsequently, the vendor made an effort to locate me in order to
return the excess amount I had paid.

The Gallery of woodturnings inspired us with challenging ideas, from large segmented pieces to incredibly tiny works
that seem impossible to create on a lathe. I plan to create a lighthouse using mixed media, including an antique glass
insulator with a wired-in light. I also intend to make a bowl featuring a barbed wire inlay as a gift to preserve the
heritage of my wife's late grandfather.

The sessions offered a range of experiences. Presenters shared a wide array of methods suitable for all skill levels,
although some material proved challenging for me to fully grasp. While I took the opportunity to listen and observe, I
recognized that certain concepts will require additional practice on my part. It was also evident which presenters were
full-time instructors and which were sharing specific techniques; both equally informative.

There are various opinions on techniques and tool choices. Safety is always the top priority, with debates like four jaw
chuck vs face-plate and center-to-center vs sacrificial or non-sacrificial wood. Wet vs dry wood depends on the job,
and hollowing methods range from lasers to video cameras—I'm eager to try the homemade system David L. gave
me. Tool types and techniques vary widely by presenter, and one person's scrap can be another's opportunity.
Choosing the right wood species matters for the final outcome.

Some areas that are familiar to most may still be challenging for a newcomer like me, so I could use some help or a
refresher. (ideas for future monthly meetings / training).

• It is useful to regularly review basic turning terminology during all sessions.

• An overview of different types of tools, their uses, and guidance on creating custom tools for specific tasks.

• Learning about the characteristics of wood includes understanding both the appropriate project uses and the
proper finishing techniques. For example, at a recent monthly meeting, a demonstration showed that applying a
finish to oily wood without using acetone beforehand can result in a sticky surface.

• How people address cracks and solve problems when projects encounter issues.

• It would be beneficial to understand the appropriate circumstances for utilizing green wet wood as opposed to dry
seasoned wood.

• I would also like to see more box making techniques.

Nicholas Helge

"One Tool Away from Greatness"

Editor’s note: I will attempt to answer “green wood vs dry wood?” in a future short article. I would like to see
others help Nick out where they can. - Dennis Ford
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