
$1.37 Solution 

Jet Mini lathes tend to vibrate the Motor Plate Lock Handle Assembly screw loose 

which often results in the screw and spring falling on the floor amid shavings, to 

never be seen again. A simple drop of Loctite or Permatex Blue Medium Strength 

thread lock is good Preventive Maintenance.  If you lose the screw and spring, the 

replacement Assembly is about $25 from Jet or any online parts vendor.  The 

Assembly includes the handle, screw and spring.  Pretty high price to pay when all 

you need are a screw and spring.  

 Here is a $1.37 solution.  At your local hardware store, purchase the following: 

• M4-70 16 screw    about $0.25 

• 1.4” OD x ½” long nylon spacer about $0.25 

• #6 compression spring.   about $0.80. 

 

The spring is about 1.5” long so cut it into thirds.  Using needle nose pliers, bend a 

tight loop in one end so the M4 screw will fit through the loop.  Place the screw 

through the loop of the spring, push the spacer into the spring and insert the thread 

end of the screw through the handle.  Place a drop of Loctite or Permatex Blue 



Medium Strength on the tip of the threads and screw into the housing.  After the 

thread lock cures, the screw will remain in place. 

 


